
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group of the Broadway Parish 

Council 

Meeting held Monday 13th November in the Parish Council Office 

 

Present: Barrie Parmenter  Chairman Parish Council 
  Gordon Franks  Chairman 
  Graham Love  
  Joe Aspey 
  Robin Goldsmith 
  Tom Bloch 
  Steve Williams 
  Peter Reading 
  Neil Pearce   Project Manager 
  

1.  Gordon Franks (GF) welcomed al to the meeting. 
 

2. Robin Goldsmith (RG) raised again the issue of there being no Minutes of the 
last meeting. Kevin Beasley (KB) said that he had sent a draft to GF on Friday 
(actually Monday). GF had not seen them nor passed them on. This position 
is not acceptable as there is no public record of discussions or decisions. KB 
left the meeting. 
 

3. GF asked RG if he would take the minutes. RG agreed. It was agreed that 
Minutes would be produced within seven days of a meeting and these 
Minutes would be available on the website. 
 

4. GF welcomed Joe Aspey (JA), Chairman of the Broadway Business 
Association, who has joined the Steering Group. 
 

5. A discussion followed about whether the Executive Summary of the 
Questionnaire findings was sufficient. It was agreed that, when combined with 
the section summaries, it was. The Questionnaire’s findings will be published 
on the website. 
 

6. Neil Pearce (NP) has been sent a copy of the draft Village Design Statement 
by The Broadway Trust. He will comment on it shortly but felt that the initial 
paragraphs were too negative. Graham Love (GL) agreed to re-word them. 
 

7. There followed a discussion on development in the Conservation Area, all of 
which is supposed to be a material consideration under the NPPF. NP said 
that in reality, anything less than ‘substantial harm’ goes ahead. But there has 
to be a ‘public benefit’. It is not clear how this is assessed, in many cases. GL 
reminded that there is an over-riding requirement to ‘preserve and enhance’, 
but this is not always observed. There has been a change of wording in the 
NPPF from ‘preserve’ to ‘conserve’, although the impact of this is not clear. 
 

 
 



8. Housing Needs Survey. 
 

a. The covering letter was issued by Wychavon without the joint signature 
of the Chairman of the Parish Council, as drafted. 

b. There has been no indication of the level of response, although the 
deadline is the end of this week. 

c. A much lower level of response was anticipated as only those who can 
identify a housing need are expected to return the survey. There is no 
prohibition on others who have a view returning theirs. 

 
9. NP will send the completed Questionnaire, with Executive summary, to 

Wychavon in order that it may start to influence discussions by providing 
evidence of public feeling. 

 
10. Business Survey. 

 

a. Examples of various business surveys have been circulated. JA said 
that he had been through them all and that even combined, they fell 
short of Broadway’s requirement. 

b. JA said that he was willing to work with the Committee of the BBA to 
produce a draft survey. 

c. GL emphasised that the N. Plan should focus on land-use issues 
although this did not preclude the inclusion of aspirations and 
ambitions. 

d. The Steering Group will obtain a list of businesses in Broadway from 
Wychavon. 

e. We will involve Simon Purfield to ensure that the questions are phrased 
in the best manner. 

f. JA will produce a draft survey for consideration by the end of January 
2018. We will aim to distribute the survey by the end of January for 
return by the end of February 2018. 

 
11.  Declaration of Interest forms were distributed. These should be completed by 

all and returned to the Parish Clerk. 
 

12. Website. 
 

a. A strange logo has appeared on the website. It should be corrected. 
RG to action. 

b. There needs to be a ‘Comments’ section on the website that can be 
accessed by all members of the Steering Group. It will be the 
responsibility of all to ensure they have read the comments before 
Steering Group meetings. 

c. We should consider an auto-response to comments submitted. 
d. The ‘tabs’ should include meetings and agendas and the Project Plan. 
e. NP is to send to RG an updated Plan with flow-chart to go on the 

website. 
f. The Housing needs survey needs to be uploaded onto the website with 

the covering letter. 
g. The Questionnaire Report is to be loaded onto the website. 



 
 

13.  NP will produce a visual of what the N. Plan should look like. This is a live 
document that all are encouraged to contribute to. Since circulated. 

 
14.  Next Steps. 

 
a. GF asked how we should incorporate the content of the 2005-06 Parish 

Plan in the N. Plan. NP suggested that much could be transferred and the 
document could be an annex, to show continuity. 

b. NP suggested that, in due course, there is a named lead for each chapter. 
He will provide suggested policies flowing from the evidence, but context 
and support would be needed in the text. 

c. There will be a need to check the 2005-06 Parish Plan when the Village 
Design Statement (VDS) and draft N. Plan is available, to ensure nothing 
is missed. GL to action. 

 
15.   Finance. 

 
a. Total income for the project is GBP 12,475.00 which includes grants from 

Wychavon and Groundwork. 
b. The Parish Council has agreed to match funding to the limit of GBP 

15,000. 
c. Expenditure to date is GBP 6,550.00 but this does not include the costs of 

Simon Purfield’’s Questionnaire or the Housing Needs Survey. 
d. More detail is required on any potential income and un-posted costs for 

the next meeting.   
 

 
16.   The next meeting is at 9.00 am on 11th December 2017. 


